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The mission of Abner Creek Academy is to provide every student quality educational experiences in a safe, nurtur-
ing, and engaging environment, enabling each individual to succeed in life and function as a productive citizen. 

    

What a wonderful beginning to a new school year!  As principal of Abner Creek 
Academy (ACA), it is my vision that all students be engaged in learning and meet 
their highest potential.  Our school motto, “Learning with Love and Laughter,” en-
compasses my desire that every child and every adult feels loved and has fun 
learning each day! 

Our school newsletter tells you about upcoming events and celebrates the learning that is taking place here at 
ACA.  We also highlight events that contribute to the implementation of our magnet program – Leadership and 
Communication through the Arts. 

I encourage you to mark your calendars as you read about the many events coming up in November and December.  
I hope that you will join us as we celebrate the tremendous growth our students are making! 

I am so blessed to be a part of such a fine community of children, teachers, parents, and Gator supporters!  
Please contact me or stop by to see me if I can assist you in any way.  I look forward to a wonderful year!   

With love and appreciation,     

Karen McMakin 

Upcoming Events 
October 30—Christmas pictures (optional)   November 26—K4 Thanksgiving celebration 9:00 
        Fall make-up pictures    November 26—K5 Thanksgiving celebration 1:30 
October 31—Terrific Kid luncheon    November 27-29—Thanksgiving holidays 
November 5—Election Day (no school)   December 12—1st grade holiday performance  
November 12—Veteran’s Day program 1:15pm              9:00am and 1:00pm 
November 19—Mid-term progress reports   December 18—K5 holiday performance 
November 20—4th grade Thanksgiving celebration 1:30              9:00am and 1:00pm 
November 21—3rd grade Thanksgiving celebration 1:30 December 19—Holiday parties 1:00pm 
November 22—2nd grade Thanksgiving celebration 1:30 December 20—Half-day for students 
November 25—1st grade Thanksgiving celebration 1:30  December 23-January 2—Winter Break 
 



Magnet Program Implementation 
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Kindergarten 
We have been very busy learning how to adjust to life in 
kindergarten. All the children are doing great and we love 
each one of them. We’ve had an exciting start to our year by 
learning the color songs, letters, numbers, and much more. 
The children love to sing and dance each morning! We have 
also read some really cool books which we all enjoyed. Our 
favorites have been Pete the Cat, The Kissing Hand, and 
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom. We had a great time on our 
field trip  to Niven’s Apple Farm in October, too. We antici-
pate a great year with all of our new kindergarten gators! 

First Grade 
First grade is a magical place at ACA! We are starting out 
the year with many magical events. First grade has been 
busy learning how to work in cooperative groups and find-
ing out about each other. We have looked at our names and 
compared them with our friends. In reading, we have been 
learning strategies to help us be better readers. In math, we 
reviewed numbers and began looking at ways to think about 
addition. We have focused on rules and government in so-
cial studies. We have also learned about natural resources 
and how we use them in everyday life. As part of our plants 
unit, first grade had a fantastic time on our trip to the apple 
farm this month. Everyone is excited to see what magic will 
happen next in first grade. 

Second Grade 

Second graders have been busy at work learning all 
about our world in which we live! We have learned the 
seven continents and now we know how to locate dif-
ferent places on a map. We have also been working to 
master our place value skills. We can count on and 
back from a number within 1,000, and we even know 
how to compare numbers using our greater than, less 
than, and equal to symbols. We look forward to becom-
ing amazing gators this year! 
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Third Grade Fourth Grade 

Magnet Program Implementation 

The first nine weeks at The Creek allowed us a great 
start to the school year. Students began their year in 
math by reviewing addition and subtraction. They 
even learned some new strategies to aid them in the 
task, including the partial sums method, partial differ-
ences method, and the bar method. Thank you parents 
and students for being willing to learn some new 
strategies! In science, students learned about the wa-
ter cycle, clouds, and severe weather like thunder-
storms, tornadoes, and hurricanes. Mrs. Sherbert 
helped students become the water cycle as they acted 
out each part of the process. In the dramatization, 
there were some water droplets who had traveled all 
over the world and even Mr. Hot Stuff (a.k.a. the sun) 
who was responsible for starting the entire process. In 
ELA, students reviewed main idea and focused on 
finding the theme of a text. Social studies allowed 
students to study the explorers who searched the 
world high and low for riches and new routes. Some 
of our fourth graders even dressed up like the explor-
ers and participated in a round-table discussion. The 
students discussed who they were and each accom-
plishment they achieved for their country. Our gators 
worked very hard this nine weeks and we can’t wait 
to see what comes next!  

Magic is definitely happening in third grade! In lan-
guage arts, we have been establishing procedures for 
our reading workshops. We have had some really great 
book talks already and look forward to many more! Our 
travel through our state’s history began with a unit on 
the regions of South Carolina. Using the information 
they learned in social studies class, students worked 
with technology in multimedia class to publish South 
Carolina brochures. In art, students created a 3-D map 
of South Carolina to once again display their knowledge 
of our state’s regions. Students performed a dynamic 
reader’s theater in literary arts to illuminate the lives of 
the Native Americans that we have also been studying. 
Students use tableaus, still pictures we make with our 
bodies, to demonstrate an understanding of new terms in 
all subject areas. They have also been singing songs and 
creating flip books to focus on their new vocabulary 
words. These magical mathematicians have been using 
new strategies with addition and subtraction, and have 
even started with multiplication! Using manipulatives, 
drawing pictures, and writing to explain how they got an 
answer are all used to reinforce these skills and strate-
gies. As you can see, students are bringing their learning 
to life everywhere they go! And the magical adventure 
won’t stop here… it’s just the beginning. We look for-
ward to making even more magic as our third grade ad-
ventures continue! 



S c h o o l   N e w s 
PTO Upcoming Events 

Friday, November 8th — Teacher Appreciation Thanksgiving Luncheon! Please email Ginger Burnett at gingershane@bellsouth.net to 
sign up to bring your favorite dish. 

Friday, November 15th —Original Works fundraiser due! 

Tuesday, December 17th—Original Works fundraiser delivered! 

2013-2014 PTO Board 

  Ginger Burnett—President     Machelle Harvley—Vice President, Box Tops 

  Becky Skelton—Treasurer     Heather Smith—Volunteer Coordinator, Hospitality 

  Jolynn Chitwood—Mom & Me Breakfast   Dena Wade—Teacher Breakfasts 
       Dad & Me Breakfast    
  Beth Thomas—Copier, Flyer Producer   Christian Williams—Co-Secretary, Family Fun Nights 
 
  Alana Grant—Family Fun Nights    Kevin Trimble—Co-Secretary, Dad & Me Breakfast 
            Dad & Me Breakfast                   Kiosk 
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1. We will not bully others. 

2. We will help students who are bullied. 

3. We will include students who are left 
out. 

4. If we know someone is being bullied, we 
will tell an adult at school or at home. 

1. Involves an aggressive behavior 

2. Typically involves a pattern of behavior 
repeated over time 

3. Imbalance of power or strength 

 

 

1. Respond to adults using respectful language. 

2. Make eye contact and turn toward the speaker. 

3. Congratulate a classmate when he/she does something 
good. 

4. Verbally show respect for other students’ comments or 
opinions. 

5. If you are asked a question in conversation, ask a ques-
tion in return. 

6. Know all faculty and staff members’ and greet them in 
the hall by name. 

7. Greet visitors with a wave, smile, and verbal greeting, 
or handshake. 

8. When meeting new people, shake hands and repeat 
their names. 


